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125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars
every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he
should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and
take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on
condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou
choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send
thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to
the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may
God the Most High requite thee with good!'.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?'
And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might
be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled
in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and
standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows
and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two,
ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".? ? ? ? ? Since
thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..So Aamir took the water-skin and
made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt
thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a
wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and
carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am
a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil,
those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We
would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things
passing fine,.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go
with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing
whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and
seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he
was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the
king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to
guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.When her
mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this;
so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without
life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her
body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the
persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart,
for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and
saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof
appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship,
containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to
know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and
deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets
[apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went
her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up
to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on
aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? Could they who
reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? Ye
chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved
to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set
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with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave
the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to
Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:."He
shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who
says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave
not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By
Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream."
And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end
(23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the
Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they
ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the
curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords
drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk
and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the
house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ?
? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.So he sat down at the sharper's head, and
said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be
not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him
move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still
misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare
him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to
him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and
blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore
the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and
behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a
tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is
he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told
him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house.
When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in
marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he
still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of
her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said,
"I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the
word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".In my
soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..The Third Day..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.When the
folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a
thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and
needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said,
'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he
fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw
not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it
behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a
venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour.
When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison
thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till
it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have
patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered,
saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i.
195..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore
she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of
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grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive
visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing
doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ?
? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a
homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the
unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix
to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it
the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story
(Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..Now thieves
had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and
exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee
and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the
case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught,
whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her
kindly..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a
hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened
to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered
she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from
them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.Merry
Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.So the man returned to his lodging and
going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted
me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy
singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He
knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to
accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves,
whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they
were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows
within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over
against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the
tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an
exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from
her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you
hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our
consciences.'.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.When the morning morrowed, the king went
forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains
of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of
honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad
and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter
Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I
betwixt friends, young and old..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces,
whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of
severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away
with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us."
Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the
lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of
the fires that my heart devour..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab,
"it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the
Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should
fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him
relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made
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straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Thou
layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..My fortitude fails, my endeavour
is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120)
thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five
hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my
desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee
with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it
and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and
avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which
he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto
aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to
my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah,
O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him,
whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.As they abode thus
on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!"
Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they,
"Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we
are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68)
hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the
tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxix.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his
affair.".A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness,
The, ii. 5..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept
(14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..When her people arose in the morning and saw her
not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as
they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the
other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and
standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so
he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..When the
king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house
and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but
God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him
of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head
and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A
madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove
there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to
him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and
comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the
Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present]
leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling
down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the
pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this,
he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose
to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till
he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to
another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she;
and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and
removed to the wine-chamber..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the
Slave of Love cccxxxii.To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to
look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come
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of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came
to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why
didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By
Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab
dcxi.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he
was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all
together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him
from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the
holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace,
to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn
the raiment that they wear.".King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.The
Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to
come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One
day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of
us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the
perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this
happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there
worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance
and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned
back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou?
We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King
Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a
vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at
the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath
passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the
grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us
up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for
indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy
visage shone with light,.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did
ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for
nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this
gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he
plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and
sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that
which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my
heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.Then said the king, "Hast thou a
need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his
folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars
and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and
servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke
and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause
thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have
accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..38. The Lover who feigned
himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till
the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then
she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn
Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the
morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of
ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the
which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride,
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so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the
spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.Then they arose and went
up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by
way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with
thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the youth abode
expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for
her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she
questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of
that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my
clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the
city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels,
and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk
and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from
one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are
those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all
manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may
hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? Of spies,
"How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii.
105..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.There was once, in a
city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand
was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and
the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers
(253) who were content with him..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village,
and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to
the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?
Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be
taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon
he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering
in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have
patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and
mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father
and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he
replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the
harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and
behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of
the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of
thy death.'.Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange
man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered,
'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady
came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when
he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon
him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men
and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book
and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and
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presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not
Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she
shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us
thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly
beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac,
what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So
saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O
Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest
forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then
do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen
what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou
not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.The king approved her
speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son,
Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of
his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to
him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ?
? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair
Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in
mountain and vale..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and
the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.Then he called his servant
Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were
resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!"
Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit
Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor
he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the
Most High.".Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put
trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he
is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he
with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy
memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with
me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God
the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon
himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Now this letter was
written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the
following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the
Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother
and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are
sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms
and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us
by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear
this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have
expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house.
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