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Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take
it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they
said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this,
he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its
straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I
may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's
ways still would she turn aside..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger
in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to
me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most
High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy
place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return
not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not
over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Now the old woman had
heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and
bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the
charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to
whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and
hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined
unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of
the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should
live and meet?.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned
the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).So
the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than
which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for
my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I
was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her.
When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said,
"Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..When the old man heard her
words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who
was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I
use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful
Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she
drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls
of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in
which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that
will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with
thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el
Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my
case with thee and he gave me this.".Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and
cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave,
should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they
all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and
the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered
and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..So she donned a devotee's
habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a
man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young
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man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike
thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did
her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her,
'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up
no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her
tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and
question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in
weal.'.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding
and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and
insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety.
Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great
while..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild
beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my
father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their
[natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour,
for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,'
quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and
indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then
said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with
that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was
bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that
of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of
Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are
enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was
her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was
a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she
came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and
eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and
guessed that which thou hast heard.'.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and
asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly
office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of
that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice
with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the
kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? To
lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's
Story (236) iv.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put
trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he
is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he
with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy
memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with
me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God
the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon
himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..One day my master
said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he,
'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me
behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me
climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so
haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. I
abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at
them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came
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and carried away the dead elephant..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she
came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on
her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the
hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in
these verses:.When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad.
Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and
lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..? ?
? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So
they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king
of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee,
of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any
of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who
submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women
and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women
who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities
and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..55. The Poor Man and his
Generous Friend dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee
languishment?.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding
nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to
the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw
a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they
talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of
what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They
prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and
welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..Sons, The
Merchant and his, i. 81..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..53. King
Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..They have departed, but the steads yet full
of them remain, ii. 239..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii.
111, iii. 141, 157..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and
when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my
water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from
El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of
the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"
answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is
thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..As for
me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the
dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it
is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so
long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all
deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen
money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose,
and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night,
but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had
spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to
know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High
decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and
necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? a.
Story of the Ox and the Ass.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour
was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her
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speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in
answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her
purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him
from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I
have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but
one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?'
'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company
and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath
answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning
come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves
dccccxviii.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and
verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read
that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter."
Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee
for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the
princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself,"
answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the
nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i.
203..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered
him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their
bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The
money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case.
Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy
comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl
dcccxcvi."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i.
195..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story
dccccxl.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.To return to the
queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was
like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink
and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will
continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the
hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king
and his goods were put under seal..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon
him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force
and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed
her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her
husband..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.When the Cadi heard this, his
colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid
that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By
Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had
not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting
him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not
divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer
by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ?
All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? Sore,
sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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