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"Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the.up the street with him..At that the Summoner ran up
towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire
breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was
nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it.."Of
course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste, are they?.have been seven or eight; the mother was a cook at a
waterfront inn. At twelve the boy had got."No! People?".earth in his hands, rolled the dirt in his palms, kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time
he."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing..the
witch "the wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for.are no masters, and the rule of Serriadh is remembered,
and the arts are honored. I have been.There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the.c'est la meme
chose, plus fa change..women, refusing to teach them or learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on working.the Gate open because
he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to.Thwil. Once Ember had come to believe that Roke's freedom lay in
offering others freedom, she set.He spoke, giving her his true name: "I am Medra.".over her face, looked closely into her glassy eyes, as though I
wished to know her fear, to share it..getting there, for the spells that hid the island were stronger than ever, making it seem only a.and deeper for a
long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way.Otter was silent a while. Then he said in a low voice, "Clay, and gravel,
and under that the rock.disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a.When he looked up and
spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so
much, you know. Tricks of the trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can
blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or worthy.".Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the
curer dozing on the settle. She stepped outside with him..much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you
know. We."You weren't?".He pondered. All the time he was with Gelluk, he had tried to learn from him, tried to understand.Havnor was better
placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands.With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their
first tune was a stampy, fast and brilliant, too fast for some of the dancers. Diamond and his partner stayed in, and people cheered and clapped them
when they finished the dance, sweating and panting. "Beer!" Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all laughing
and chattering.."Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and.ribbon up to her black braid. "And
I wish I had something for you!"."Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring, under Iria Hill. What he doesn't know won't hurt him." Her voice was
half-coaxing, half-savage..him, like him; first they went out together. . .".chanting, weatherworking). A student who showed a gift for sorcery and
was sent to Roke for.Ember usually scowled when he greeted her. She asked him abrupt questions, listened to his.Grass growing out of gravelly
dirt; the seamless earth..myself. She flinched..bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the.wiped her
down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the.Several times, all of a sudden, in the daytime, there had
been a moment when she had known him.Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or.Since
the name of the person is the person, in the most literal and absolute sense, anyone who.Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought.
"I'll set em out for you," she said..Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In."Yes. To send
away one woman, it takes nine mages." He very seldom smiled, and when he did it was.care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause
great loss, great harm.".TWO.share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness.corner for him. Let
the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave a copper or two.benches, seats, an overturned table, and sand, loose and deep; I felt my
feet sink into it and found.queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".The town at the bay's
head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder
and setting fires, the fires had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women
and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or in the Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown,
and a few men now grown old. There was no government but that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long
and protected it far more closely now.."No, sir. I left.".ringing. She sought words, anything to say, to turn his attention away from her, and could
find.wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can teach you. You need the names..burnt ore was scraped down by naked
slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to."You're going to Roke to find out," he said, raising his glass to her. After a moment
she raised hers and smiled at him, a smile so tender and radiant that he said spontaneously, "And may what you find be all you seek!".mastered.
Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do with it, what good it."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are
true changes, and true summonings..growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving.So it
became dangerous to practice sorcery, except under the protection of a strong warlord; and."Indeed, for the sailors feared him too, and kept him
bound that way all the voyage. When the Doorkeeper of the Great House of Roke saw him, he loosed his hands and freed his tongue. And the first
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thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall upside down, and soured the beer, and a student who
tried to stop him got turned into a pig for a bit... But the boy had met his match in the Masters.."Irian?".whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory
came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good.Golden grunted, unimpressed..Old Hardic differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from
the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and probably puts
some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations
and shifts of meaning..bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling, a hotness in his hands,.of the crafty men. Women sat
together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people gathered round.and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over, son," he
said. "You must.didn't know why her charm of healing caused the wound to gangrene, why the child she brought into.It was only illusion, of
course, but it checked him a moment in his spell, and then he had to undo."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the
forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one another?".into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he
unsealed the.steep green corridor, grotesque pavilions, pagodas reached by little bridges, everywhere small.And the boy must have a staff. Why had
Nemmerle let him leave Roke without one, empty-handed as a prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and
unsignalled..the fountain..Under Roke's steadily growing influence, wizardry was shaped into a coherent body of knowledge,.someone was coming
along the path from the Great House..only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..He knew he was no match for
Early. To stop that first binding spell he had used all the strength of resistance he had. The illusion and the shape-change were all the tricks he had
to play. If he faced the wizard again he would be destroyed. And Roke with him. Roke and its children, and Elehal his love, and Veil, Crow, Dory,
all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He
heard Elehal say to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one.."Child, don't be
ridiculous.".Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice. Licky shut him as usual into the
brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of water..Doorkeeper, master of the entering and leaving of the Great House.My
teacher had no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard.
Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he can keep his mouth closed. And I'll leave him my lore-books. If he can clean out a henhouse, and
understand the Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed..Silence looked stricken. "Was he your friend?".the beginning of time was bright Ea
of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill,.A slight, brown man sitting at the table looked up at him.."A group of young men,"
said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming here. To take the girl. To send her away." He stood and drew breath.
"The Doorkeeper was speaking with them when I left. I think -".think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra
stayed a while longer."Of course you do. You'd better. I'll witch you if you don't."."No!".to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I
see old King Pirate standing on his.Down in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with excitement.
"We'll go ashore in the morning," he repeated to her, and she nodded, acceptant.."Got in?"."Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used to?"
he asked, and his father said, "Because.They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great House, but
inside the wood it was all shadows..Dragonfly found the village witch taking maggots out of an infected cut on a sheep's rump. The.an approaching
green circle. I thanked them and stepped off the walkway, probably at the wrong.tongue moved. "Ayezur" he said..or an archmage. To keep the
cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come.pressed, and into my palm fell a colored, translucent tube, slightly warm. I
shook it, held it up to.two ponies and said what hinnies say. "Aaawww!" she said. She would miss the ponies..The Kargs are deeply resistant to
writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked..know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's
wizards destroy.that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a year or two before Nemmerle was chosen.He forgave her gracefully. He did not
try a love-charm on her again..them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot.The Herbal, and
I too, judged the Summoner dead. We thought the breath he breathed was left from some spell of his own art that we did not understand, like the
spell snakes know that keeps their heart beating long after they are dead. Though it seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he was cold, and
his blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more terrible. So we made ready to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He
moved, and spoke. He said, "I have summoned myself again into life, to do what must be done."'.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they
say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall."Come on out," whispered Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..fell, because his left hip gave way
with a pain that made him cry out aloud. After a while he.The summer ended too soon that year. Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far
south as.At that Dulse looked him over again. No cloak, no staff..Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher
with her bitter."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through her veins again. "If he tries to,
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