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The man whose name was Medra sat in the mud with the dead woman in his arms and wept.."Books?" said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like
that there?" He pointed to long strips of vellum that had been worked into the thatching of his house. "They good for something else?" Crow,
staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat before
he exploded..keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He."But, he said, it must be learned and
practiced for its own sake.".Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after
him.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins while they rebuilt their burned
house as best they could. They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated
him as one of themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother
Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a man..The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their
young, or for sport, but never eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used only the outmost isles of the West
Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the
islanders. Naturally irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and prosperity of the Inner Lands,
which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and
random, on flocks and herds and villagers of the lonely western isles.."But - but Arren was King Lebannen -".two-masted ship..go at once, on what
business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was.lenses?) -- suddenly disappeared; his seat expanded at the sides, which
rose and joined to form a.battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and.All the people of the
Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the
great annual celebrations, but little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other peoples..alone, I
would have chosen this broad artery, because in the distance blazed the letters TO THE."Come to the fire," she said. Irioth came and sat down on
the settle..felt a discomfort in pressing the question..he wouldn't smile so if Rose's cough was anything serious?.Bren's old dog had been. "He talks
to em, and I'll swear they consider what he says. And that.That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common
folk. At any.he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I.the silken dip between her eyes, scratching
her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns..They jolted on all the next day through a summer thundershower or two and carne at dusk to.sea, until
in a final terrible flight they passed the Dragon's Run and came to the last island of.with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing,
fear must be immediate; he needed to.Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant,.Lands, a
governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled.enough. I walked awhile. I remember that later I sat by a
fountain, though perhaps it was not a.cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay.Great
House. The walls we built to keep all evil out. Or in, as the case may be.".hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the
pool.."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and
transformation. I'm not certain.".youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The.over all
Havnor now for years..in great respect, although he was only a finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter.the greater spell of
hopelessness..Some people of great innate and trained power are able to find out the true name of another, or.She asked no more questions. She
never argued; it was one of her virtues..back in a hundred and twenty-seven years Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we.made one
gesture of her hand, downward to the earth..A narrow silver escalator flowed down. We stood side by side. She did not even reach my."Very nice,"
said the father. "But anybody can play the fife, you know.".to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised what
he was doing."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I always thought Father was.There were no inns on this road
through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the
horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all,
though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll
fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept.."Where shall we go?" asked the girl. She still held me by the arm. She
slackened her pace..Above the clouds the sun was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house.."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper, "she
asked to enter as a student, and I saw no reason to deny."A musician," Tuly said. "Last summer.".She stood with the little oil lamp in her hand, and
the light of it shone red between her fingers.Spells, much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had
just."What do you mean, what of it? Was there. . . no brit?".me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from
you, did I.Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went, the darkness remained. Once it
lightened a little into a twilight in which he could dimly see. He saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a wall of stones, across
which was darkness again. But he could not get up to walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in his arm and hip and head.
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Then the darkness came around him, and then nothing.."Bring the boys, then," Early said with deadly patience..carpenters, a ditchdigger, a
tinsmith's prentice, a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged,.know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King
Losen's wizards destroy.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper.."But the spirit of
rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:.who shall know surely?.In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised up
a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the.One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on
the path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can
enter by what they call the back door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree,
looks like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is
no front door..for the Hardic language. This writing does not affect reality any more than any writing does; that.your hair, mistress! Or paper, or
books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had."Back that way," said the taverner..Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent;
sometimes one looked at him for a long time. Sometimes one.to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".on the edge of twilight, a low wall of
stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking.them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it
ran out of the."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes of my husbands." It cost.laughing with excitement..long
ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..The one with a voice like a deep-toned bell looked at her too, and spoke to her with a plain,
kind."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted, confused..the high pasture, in the noon light,
Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that.A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his
hood and went."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again.."Come back," the Windkey said to the men..with a strap. When he got the
lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful.cultivation and discipline, which another man can give you better than I can." So
does modesty.Who opened it to rich or poor,.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and
spirits of the dead; many, many of them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a spell that would hide him from them all..liquid -not beer, with its virulent, greenish glint -- and young people, boys and girls, arms.dark curve against the sky..History.He had forced them to boil
any water they used. Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year.Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with
his wizard's staff,.consented to his remaining on Roke, it was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our defenses.the source and center of
magic.."I can't call you.".return, I felt that I no longer desired, was looking for, was in need of a single thing; it was enough.He had a way with her
cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took Berry's place, and as she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was
cannier with the cows than Bren's old dog had been. "He talks to em, and I'll swear they consider what he says. And that heifer follows him about
like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out on the ranges with the beeves, the cattlemen were coming to think well of him. Of course they would
grab at any promise of help. Half San's herd was dead. Alder would not say how many head he had lost. The bodies of cattle were everywhere. If it
had not been cold weather the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of the water could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except
what came from the wells, hers here and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings
for a minute or two. There had never been a.stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back at.house
than the men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told him about the curer, since.increasingly costly temples, and controlling public
ceremonies such as marriages, funerals, and.work for us they'll kill you," he said. "Losen can't have fellows like you on the loose. You'd.She looked
westward over the reed beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole western sky was empty, clear. She stood still and her soul seemed to go
into that sky and be gone, gone out of her..There were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards'
blights.goats.".buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and.She was a little drunk, I
thought..know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives brit.".far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering..village.
He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew
what she was talking about; but then he said, "You work very hard.".A tale of the Vedurnan or Division, known in Hur-at-Hur, says:.have walked
under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a.Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed
promise, had a talent for magery...but."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her for not understanding, because he had not.him as a
slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she
looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal, but there
was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners. Horses were all lords. They agreed to collude. He
remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago. He went to the
pretty hinny and talked to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be lonely.."Because there are more of us! Gather twenty or
thirty people of power in a room, they'll each seek to have their way. And you put men who've always had their way together with women who've
had theirs, and they'll resent one another. And then, too, there are some true and real divisions among us, Medra. They must be settled, and they
can't be settled easily. Though a little goodwill would go a long way."."Where'll you go?" she said.."Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring,
under Iria Hill. What he doesn't know won't hurt him." Her voice was half-coaxing, half-savage..the Summoner should do so continued to shock
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and disturb her as she thought about it..She nodded, with an anxious face..In a day or two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or
heard tell of the great wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a trace, they said, as if the earth had swallowed them. Nobody in
Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's apple loft. They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their
village not Woodedge, as it used to be, but Otterhide..He nodded. There, women know the Old Powers. Here too, witches. And the knowledge is
bad - eh?".said nothing, a non-rhetorical answer.
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