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DE MINUCII FELICIS AETATE ET GENERE DICENDI
? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and
his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to
friend..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he
said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have
a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the
ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and
[now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long,
so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..Three men once went
out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on
with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So
they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and
get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they
might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..Selma, Selim
and, ii. 81..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad
xxviii.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and
he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon
she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God
and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between
them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister
Selma..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do?
This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay
him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof,
more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which
he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his
clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought
protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my
lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the
Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris
and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself
a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief
of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The
hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that
I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou
mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in
this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall
be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and
unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee
in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis
xxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..111 El Melik es Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".Now there
was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness,
till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if
he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but
he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who
pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii.
150..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the
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sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the
utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he
turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice
sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's
anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the
letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh
returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is
the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of
thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon
the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El
Abbas..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to
boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke
from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought
diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he
went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O
Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was
certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the
king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who
enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most
High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.Then he bade set up for her a
tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and
it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her
the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the
Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and
I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said,
'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his
Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent
that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last,
how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he
gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..I am content, for him I love,
to all abide, iii. 25..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..When she had made an end of her song,
Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave
of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..? ? ? ? ? My
tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..When the king heard this story, he renounced his
purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..King's Daughter of
Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there,
and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his
head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the
corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of
seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God
have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Trust in
God, Of, 114..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND
HINDBAD THE PORTER..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the
gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a
sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him
to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment
upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer
of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..167. Kemerezzeman
and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door,
which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of
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the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a
woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her
husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and
the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a
deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help
and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within
the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so
he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that
case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk
who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he
brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said
to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered
Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises
of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..So Iblis the
Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing.
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding
wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money,
lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and
bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were
thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.'
Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him
from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..The Fifth Night
of the Month.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and
those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif
laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh
to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and
see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old
woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ?
? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop
of Honey dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to
him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more
grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their
women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of
understanding and admonishment for the wise.".? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the
regal estate..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the
palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over
them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et
Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this
book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el
Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..As the version of the sixth and
seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first two hundred Nights and in the text of the
Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta (1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this
case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the translation of "The Book of the Thousand
Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different set of incidents, related nearly as in the old
version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and
completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full. It will be observed that in this version of the
story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad..Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king,
lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came
to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and
saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve
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God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over
thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need
of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in
the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad
the Sailor and, iii. 199..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city,
and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice].
When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the
house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he
replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access
to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we
saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no
daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to
him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them,
"Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as
thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou
have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the
Eagle clii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the
reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she
may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for
sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and
behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the
dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse
dcix."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft
of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and
colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it.
Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded]
and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but
that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to
their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".Then the
king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the
king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides
and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he
knew not, The, i 293..I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women,
who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to
the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another
doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well."
Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the
women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into
mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had
loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward
and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..With this the Cadi's
wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go,
except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an
oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect,
and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O
ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face,
till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that
I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said,
"Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a
swoon..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling,
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rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the
hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which
he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who
was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he
wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and
Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand.
Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a
hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her
forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el
Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk,
whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's
Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress.."O king,"
answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness
magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He
commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou
purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And
what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even
as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst
she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him.
Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them,
who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of
favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no
fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat
down on the chairs aforesaid..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.When
the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to
slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased
not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them
many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the
deserts and the cities..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings
and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds
and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik
ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their
sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than
men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted
of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft
from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for
the chief of the police of the town.'.David and Solomon, i. 275..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten
pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls
belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,
misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked
him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it
was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my
pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for
the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard
his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy
chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood
before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they
refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
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Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Now there was in the house
a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and
running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing
the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already
done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..When the king heard this, he could not
contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye
would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they
prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou
mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the
roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed
with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.King who knew
the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from
thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but
the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and
he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".They gave not over drinking
and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have
accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with
dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother,
tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a
mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me
that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's
dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad
and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their
joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he
marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233)
Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the
man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband."."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife
and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the
Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to
the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom
and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he
sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see
my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a
thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves
dcxxix.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound
about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing
two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.'
Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence
hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of
him the rubies for a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom
never oath could bind..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I
have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and
bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein
and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing
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save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that
which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..Then the Khalif went forth and bade
decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were
spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ?
Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife
dcccclxxx.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my
youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any
other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his
wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but
rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score
bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,
so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.So
saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house.
So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I
had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my
sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house
without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183.
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