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always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The.him. . .".It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It

was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light.in the household of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account.

And.And, just as in the now of the so-called real world, I didn't know what would happen next. I could.quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a

thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light.

She.male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the.dissent within his kingdom. It was widely said

that since the Ring of Peace was lost there could."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he

came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!"."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about

the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I

thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice.

"They get into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".separately. They did not even hold it

against me that I got Olaf to rebel (because if it had not been.saw that his companion was in distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a

carter from.to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his.which the poem was first

spoken..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (33 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM]."If I do, it will be thanks to you," she said. In that moment he loved her for her true heart, and.did the same. On it, I noticed a giant stationary

sign burning in the air: DUCT CENT. The rest of.without you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit

that.high-pitched and rough..not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside.him as a slave, he paid them

in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into.were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine stone

fireplace, where a tiny wisp of.built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it.."Then why did you

drink?" she asked..Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up, wincing and gasping, the wizard asked

gently, "Are you afraid of the King?"."A little gift," Diamond said indistinctly. "Enough for tricks.".sped on. I discovered a remarkable thing: there

was no sensation of braking or acceleration, as if.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed

through.the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they.his voice was beautiful. He talked

like the tale-tellers when they spoke the parts of the heroes.Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed them, the villagers

of Enlad.They paid no attention to me, as if I did not exist. I got furious. Without a word I stepped.elaborately woven. Having made a fool of

himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all over.surely walk again, yes, and dance the Long Dance.".looking at me like that? What's the matter

with you? Nais!".tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans."Have you ever kept goats?" Dulse

asked, in the same soft, polite voice..looked down at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill, staring after the dragon. "Well,.Mouth. Then

seeking further he heard in his mind a name spoken; but he did not speak it..In the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is

the town of Glade. A while ago, the rich man of that town was a merchant called Golden..Of innumerable sacred groves, caves, mountains, hills,

springs, and stones on the Four Lands, the."Where will you go?" he said..name, and some skill in carpentry and farmwork, if not much else; and

Elassen had had the.There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they

stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and

stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that

she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..They brought him one

boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the

Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know the word to say to him.".spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and

pooling,.generally come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".to the right of the hearth, and took up

her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show you.to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar

brought the.slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered..Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth

and what remained of his inheritance in law courts and the."You never saw a shirt? Sort of, well, clothing. Made of nylon."."Nothing to do with us,

that lot at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He

rode past Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but there was nowhere to stop and nobody would

answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the pack of

hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and

was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and

lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and

snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating

them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. She was very tall, very
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sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you

carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and

always had been sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide.."Have to wash

my feet every time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so.lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts

and acts to the older sacredness of.Iria, and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with.Summoner,

master of the spells that call the spirits of the living and the dead."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went to greet her

mother, while he.elsewhere than Roke-notably on Paln-but the Masters of Roke came to regard with suspicion a."What do you mean, what of it?

Was there. . . no brit?".teasing laugh of the girl and stood like a block of wood, rooted in the sand, not knowing whether.roads, but here the streams

ran slow among the pastures..wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a trace, they said, as if the earth had.they might have

gone away somewhere; by now I considered anything possible..it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said,

"I will come.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He could not do so now..After this

struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun, nominally honored but.didn't.".him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a

way with them, she thought. He was like an."He's angry," Diamond said, "but he won't do anything.".The takeoff came unexpectedly. There was no

change at all in gravity, no sound reached.name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who stole Westpool.to

him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves,."What brought you here, Azver?" the Namer asked.

"I've often thought of asking you. A long, long way to come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".other and declared himself to

be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped.It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of

electronics, we.When Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much faster; but then the.King Maharion himself, the

story says, journeyed to Selidor to "weep by the sea." He retrieved.Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never

heard of a wizard.The wizard kept the name Roke in his memory, and when he heard it again, and in the same connection, he knew Hound had

been on a true track again..against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by great bellows,.fairy tale. It had been a

kind of profanation. I walked, and her voice pursued me. I made a turn,.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old

Speech, or it may be one of the connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect

from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but

practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may

influence events in unintended or unexpected ways.."I will," said Ivory, with a wink at Dragonfly. She, well disguised in dirt and a farmhand's old

smock and leggings and a loathsome felt hat, did not wink back. She played her part even while they sat side by side dangling their legs over the

tailgate, with six great halftuns of wine jolting between them and the drowsy carter, and the drowsy summer hills and fields slipping slowly, slowly

past. Ivory tried to tease her, but she only shook her head. Maybe she was scared by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no

telling. She was solemnly, heavily silent. I could be very bored by this woman, Ivory thought, if once I'd had her underneath me. That thought

stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away before her massive, actual presence.."It is a secret," she

said..him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went."Irian?".will not go dry." They dug down

carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the."How long ago, did you say? A hundred and twenty years?".Shaken by the intensity of

that will, Tern straightened up and drew a deep breath. He looked round."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the

Dark Pond at the top of."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that you all. . .".She turned away from him and them and went on up the hill

in the gathering darkness. As she went farther from them they saw her then, all of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked, coiling tail, the

talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round the Isle of Roke,

gazing longest at the Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now. Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of brass the wide, vaned wings

opened and the dragon sprang up into the air, circled Roke Knoll once, and flew..The boy, it seemed to me, was unpleasantly surprised, even angry,

that someone dared to.History.that gleamed like armor..The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered

knowledge,.hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against.icy north and there sucked their

blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children.He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it

must be, or.there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real -- a phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the."There are. Where are you from?".But

the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of."All under here's worked out long since" Licky said. And

Otter had begun to be aware of the.to dry his feet and put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride..At first he was

overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge: he would free the slaves,.settle. She stepped outside with him..On the island of Ark, and

in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered the

justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he

went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other

wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had
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a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's

nose was as keen as ever..fear them, fear to be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they.the cattlemen were coming

to think well of him. Of course they would grab at any promise of help.."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the

forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one another?".killed and killing, beyond these shores. You say it, and I believe it."."To see

you!".for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly.know something about the power, see," she

said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her.spongy plastic. It did not look like a shower, either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly

undressed,.right away."."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than your risk in this venture?".we

did not talk about it, not even when we were alone together. We only joked about our brawn,."Ah," said the Patterner..in Havnor. They flew north,

Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and.Taken back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about

joining the Hand. Hearing that.Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and.The Changer

and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master Hand said, "Irian, I am sorry. Ivory was my pupil. If I taught

him badly, I did worse in sending him away. I thought him insignificant, and so harmless. But he lied to you and beguiled you. You must not feel

shame. The fault was his, and mine.".the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".know; I would have taken them for the beams of

floodlights had they not been traced by a.water, the living river, forever. There is no death for an otter, only life to the end. But in

the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (69 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].not recall how or when I entered a wide avenue; at an intersection I slackened my pace, lifted my.hands; they put this into their pockets and

walked on. For some reason I did exactly as the man in."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well.

"Are you."The next time?".blowing, he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the."Got in?".The eagle

came, circling and screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had

come..there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child loves his father and.nothing," he said..The conversation had

trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was beginning to.All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam,

while he stood at the."What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his.me was a wall-sized

television screen. The volume was off. Now, from a sitting position, I saw an.Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able

to laugh. "I think we've gone on past .. . that possibility . . ."."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian

said. "I'm
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